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injurious to you, if they had remained with Lord Fingall.
If any injury has arisen to you from the publication, it
would not have proceeded from me. But the letters,
though published, could not have been injurious to you,
had they stood alone and without comment, for I did not
mention your name, nor did I know that your name could
be in any way connected with the information which I
had received and communicated to Lord Fingall, until
Mr. O'Neil's pamphlet was sent to me, and, you now
tell me, at your instance. If that pamphlet makes an
application which I never made, the application springs
from Mr. O'Neil and yourself. You call that pamphlet
'an humble remonstrance/ I consider it as one of many
extraordinary publications which have lately appeared;
some imputed to high authority; others countenanced
by high authority; the tendency of which is to insult the
Protestants of Ireland and their religion, and to irritate
the different sects against each other. I have no disposi-
tion to attribute these publications to the Roman Catholics
in general. On the contrary, I believe, there are many,
very many, who sincerely deplore their mischievous effect.
But the publications demonstrate the temper of those
who have composed and patronized them; and with a
person who professes to consider Mr. O'Neil's pamphlet
as *an humble remonstrance* I think I cannot prudently
hold any correspondence, especially after the treatment I
have experienced with respect to my letters to Lord Fingall.
I shall therefore decline giving any further answer to your
letter, which would unavoidably lead to a long and un-
pleasant discussion".
This letter closed the incident, so far as Lord Redesdale
was concerned. The whole correspondence from which
these letters are taken was published in pamphlet form in
1804 and copies are preserved in the libraries of the British
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